
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5170

As of February 9, 2009

Title:  An act relating to repealing chapter 385, Laws of 2005.

Brief Description:  Repealing chapter 385, Laws of 2005.

Sponsors:  Senators Rockefeller and Parlette.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Government Operations & Elections:  2/09/09.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS & ELECTIONS

Staff:  Sharon Swanson (786-7447)

Background:  In 2005 the Legislature enacted ESHB 1064, creating the Citizen Advisory 
Board (Board), a ten-member board charged with improving efficiency, effectiveness, and 
accountability in state government.  The Board's purpose is to establish criteria for 
performance audits consistent with the criteria and standards followed by the Joint 
Legislative Audit and Review Committee (JLARC). The State Auditor is to use the criteria 
developed by the Board and contract for a statewide performance review to be completed as 
expeditiously as possible as a preliminary to a draft work plan for conducting performance 
audits. The purpose of the performance reviews is to identify those agencies, programs, 
functions, or activities most likely to benefit from performance audits and to identify likely 
areas warranting early review, taking into account prior performance audits, if any, and prior 
fiscal audits. 

In November 2005 Initiative 900 (I-900) was passed by Washington voters.  I-900 requires 
the State Auditor to conduct independent, comprehensive performance audits of state 
government; local governments; state and local education governmental entities; state and 
local transportation; and other governmental entities and each of their agencies, accounts, and 
programs.  The scope of each performance audit includes nine specific elements:  (1) 
identification of cost savings; (2) identification of services that can be reduced or eliminated; 
(3) identification of programs or services that can be transferred to the private sector; (4) 
analysis of gaps or overlaps in programs or services and recommendations to correct gaps or 
overlaps; (5) feasibility of pooling information technology systems within a department; (6) 
analysis of the roles and functions of a department and recommendations to change or 
eliminate departmental roles or functions; (7) recommendations for statutory or regulatory 
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changes that may be necessary for a department to properly carry out its functions; (8) 
analysis of departmental performance data, performance measures, and self-assessment 
systems; and (9) identification of best practices. 

The State Auditor is given authority to contract out for performance audits. 

Summary of Bill:  The Citizen Advisory Board and related statutes enacted in the 2005 
legislative session are repealed.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on February 5, 2009.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  OTHER:  There are two laws directing the State 
Auditor to do performance audits and the State Auditor has followed the law under I-900.  
This legislation ran in 2008 but the bill did not make it out of the Rules committee in time. 

Persons Testifying:  OTHER:  Ruta Fanning, JLARC. 
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